IN   MOSUL

allowed to remain there about fifteen minutes.
Could any treatment be more revolting and dis-
gusting than this? and yet these people, rich and
influential members of Mosul society, really believed
that by doing this their child's eyes would be cured.
Needless to say it had not the desired effect, and
months afterwards they again brought the child to
the dispensary, and having learnt their lesson by
experience, were content to leave the child in the
English hakim's hands, with the result that after
a couple of months' daily treatment the eyes were
quite healed.

I do not know what virtue is supposed to exist
in the killing of the sheep or goat, but it is a custom
very much in vogue in Mosul. On our return from
Beyrout, after having been absent three months, a
live goat was brought out into the desert to meet
us, and the moment we alighted from our carriage
this poor creature was slaughtered right under our
eyes. In Persia the custom amongst the Armenians
at a wedding feast was for a sheep to be killed
just as the bride and bridegroom were stepping
over the threshold of their new home. It was not
considered lucky if the bride did not put her
foot into the blood as she passed. In Mosul,
too, I believe a sheep is sometimes slaughtered at
weddings in this way, but I have never seen it
done,

When a wife is desirous of becoming a mother,
there are various superstitious methods to which she
may resort, but perhaps the favourite one of all is
that connected with Sheikh Matti. This is a monas-
tery situated some twelve hours' ride from Mosul,
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